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Approved at General Membership Meeting September 15, 1997
BY-LAWS OF THE

YALE AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

ARTICLE L
NAME
The name of this organization shall be the “Yale Area Chamber of Commerce”.
ARTICLE 11
MISSION STATEMENT

The mussion of this organization shall be to mobilize the leadership, resources, and
influence of business, the professions, and other interested citizens to promote the
commercial, industrial, agricultural, and related economic development of Yale and the
adjacent trading area; to advance civic progress by initiating action and cooperating with
other community organizations; (o create goodwill for local business and industry by a
better understanding and appreciation of business and professional enterprise: to identify
business with constructive forces of community development; and to promote a strong
sense of community pride and responsibility for sound solutions to local, state, and
national problems.

ARTICLE 11, i“=
MEMBERS

Individuals of good character and firms in good standing intcrested in the
commercial, industrial, professional and civic development of Yale and adjacent trading
arca shall be eligible for membership.

Sec. 1. The members of this organization shall be divided into three classes:
Business, Business Associate, and Civic.

Sec. 2. Business Members. Any person in good standing, doing business as an
individual, partnership, corporation, professional person or firm, municipalities, and
service organizations, may become a business member of the Yale Area Chamber of
Commerce upon acceptance by the Board of Directors and payment of dues.



Sec. 3. Business Associates. Any person of good character, associated with firms
holding business membership in the Yale Area Chamber of Commerce and endorsed by the
busincss member. Business Associate membership shall be limited to two per business
membership,

Sec. 4. Civic Members Persons not eligible for business membership, i.e., elected
officials, ministers of the Gospel, trust or estate, and other interested persons, may become
a civic member of the Yale Area Chamber of Commerce by acceptance of the Roard of
Directors and payment of dues.

Sec. 5. Application for Membership. Each applicant desiring membership shall
make application therefore in writing on a blank provided for that purpose, accompanied
by a remittance covering the initial dues payment thereon. Applicants who have satisfied
the requirements for cligibility and proper dues shall be admitted to membership by action
of the Board of Directors or such other body as may be designated for the purpose by the
Board.

Sec. 6. Death Resignation, etc. In the event of a death, bankruptey. adverse
business changes, or removal from the area, the Board of Directors may cancel the
membership. The death, resignation, or expulsion of a member shall terminate histher
membership and such termination shall constitute a forfeiture of all interest in and to the

property of the organization, and the member shall thereafter have no right to any part
thereof,

ARTICLEIV.
MEMBERSHIP DUES

Sec. 1. Business Members, The membership dues of business members shall be
determined from time to time by the Board of Directors.

Sec.2 Business Associate Members. The membership dues of business members
shall be determined from time Lo time by the Board of Directars.

Sec. 3. Civic Members The membership dues of civic members shall be as
determined {rom time to time by the Board of Directors

Sec. 4. Assignment of Accredited Representatives. Assignment of an accredited
representative of business members shall be determined by the Board of Directors.

When such a subscriber files with the Secretary the name of a person degignated as
the accredited representative, the same shall be listed as a member representative, Any
subscriber shall have the right to delegate histher representative assignment to another
person of his/her firm or family upon written notice (o the secretary.



Sec. 5. Payment of Dugs. Dues shall be payable in advance on an annual basis
beginning September 1st with terms agreed upon between the member and the Chamber
New members who join after September 1st will have their dues prorated as approved by
the Board of Directors,

Sec. 6. Delinquencies. Dues shall become delinquent if not paid within 30 days
aller the date payable, When not paid within thirty days, the member shall be declared
delinquent and shall not be eligible to exercise voting privileges until such delinquency is
satisfied,. When dues arc not paid within three months of the date payable, such
membership may become forfeited by action of the Board of Directors, as provided for in
Sec. 7. herein below. The collection of dues payable may be accomplished by any
available appropriate remedy.

Sec. 7. For delinquency in the payment of dues or other sufficient cause. the
Board of Directors may, by a two-thirds vote of the members of said Board present at any
regular meeting, suspend or cancel the membership.

ARTICLE V.
VYOTING PRIVILEGES

Sec. 1. Business Members. Voting shall be by individuals only and no
representative shall cast more than one vote, Voting by written proxy shall be permitted.

Sec. 2. Business Associate Members Voting shall be by individuals only and no
representative shall cast more than one vote. Voting by written proxy shall be permitted.

Sec. 2. Civic Members. Voting shall be by individuals only and no representative
shall cast more than one vote. Voting by wriiten proxy shall be permitted

ARTICLE VI,
MANAGEMENT OF THE YALE AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Sec. . The government of the Yale Area Chamber of Commerce, the direction of
its work and control of its property shall be vested in a Board of Directors consisting of no
more than 10 members, (President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer) hercinafier
referred to as Executive Officers, elected by the membership at large and standing
committee chairpersons and the past president The terms of office shall be two years as
hereinafter provided: President and Vice President elected in odd years, Secretary and
Treasurer elected on even years



Sec. 2. Chairpersons of standing committees shall be appointed each year by the
Lxeeutive Board and the results of that appointment shall be presented to the membership
at the September meeting.

Sec. 3, No President, Vice President, Secretary, or Treasurer shall hold more than
2 consecutive terms in office.

ARTICLE VIL

NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

The annual election of executive officers shall take place during June of each year
at the quarterly meeting. Officers will then be installed at the September meeling

Sec. 1. Nominating Commitiee. The President with the approval of the Board of
Directors, shall appoint a Nominating Committee of not less than five members, thirty
days in advance of the annual election, so as to represent with equality and fairness the
various groups comprising the Yale Area Chamber of Commerce.

Sec. 2. The Nominating Committee shall select as nominees at least one candidate
for each vacancy to be filled on the Board except the directors specially allotted to a
committee as herein provided. All nominees shall have a one year current membership
status. It shall be the duty of the Nominating Committee to interview each of the
candidates prior to placing their names on the ballot and secure their assurance to serve
faithfully if elected as directors.

Sec. 3. These names shall be placed on the official ballot and an Election Notice of
Nominees shall be mailed to all members of the Yale Area Chamber of Commerce at least
10 days prior to the annual election

Voting shall take place al the Junc meeting in person by secret ballot or an
absentee ballot may be obtained from the Executive Secretary prior to the election.

Any member may write in the name ot a member as a candidate for any vacancy
for which he/she is eligible. Members may also nominate the name of a member from the
floor for any vacancy for which he/she is eligible

Sec. 4. The candidate receiving the highest number of votes cast for each vacancy
shall be declared elected to the Board position for which he/she is cligible.



Sec. 5. Supervision of Election. The President shall appoint, subject to the
approval of the Board of Directors, a committee of three tellers who are not members of
the Board of Directors or candidates for election, to conduct and supervise the election,
reccive the ballots and determine the validity of cach, and to count the ballots. The
secretary shall prepare for the tellers a complete list of all members entitled (o vote.

ARTICLE YIIl
OFEICERS, ETC.

Sec. 1. Duties of Officers. The duties of the aflicers shall be such as their tiiles by
general custom would indicate, as are required by law, and such as may be assigned to
them by the Board of Directors from time to time,

Sec. 2. President. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Chamber and
Board of Directors and perform all duties incident to histher office. He/she shall he
ex-officio a member of all commitiees without voting power. At the annual meeting of the
Chamber and at such other times as he/she may determine proper, he/she shall present to
the members of the Board of Directors such matters and suggestions as may tend to
promote the effectiveness and usefulness of the Chamber.

Sec. 3. Duties of the Vice President. The Vice President shall perform the duties
of the President in histher absence and be a member of the Executive Board.

Sec. 4. Duties of the Secretary. The duties of the Secretary shall be similar to that
of a sccretary of an organization, and shall have responsibility for the recording and
maintenance of the organizational minutes and records and the filing of necessary reports
to the Michigan Corporation Division and other Governmental agencies. The secretary
shall have custody of the records of the organization and the organizational seal,

Sec. 5. Duties of the Treasurer The treasurer shall supervise the receiving and
disbursement of funds of the Chamber and shall keep all monies of the Chamber deposited
in a bank in its name. Monthly reports shall be made to the membership and shall furnish
at its expense acceptable surety bonds in such sum as the Board may determine, for the
faithful performance of the duties.

Sec. 6. Assistants. The Board of Directors_of the Chamber shall have the
authority to employ assistants or clerical help and delegate responsibilities as they may
require.

Sec. 7. Vacancies-Executive Officers. A vacancy oceurring among the officers as
a result of resignation or other causes shall be filled in the following manner: The Board
of Directors shall appoint a member to fill the vacancy for the remainder of the unexpired
term,

wn


















